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pended to the Enrolment, and if a man was not thus produced the Bill contained other stringent provisions to enable the proper officer to procure him, at the expense of the class in default, upon the same principle. The troops thus raised were to supply to that extent calls by the Federal Government upon the State Militia. The object was not only to improve the character of the aid rendered to the service, under calls for Militia, by the superior efficiency of troops thus raised over undisciplined recruits, but also to render the contributions of the People to Militia Service more proportionate to their interests and Means that was the case under the then existing law. The Bill proceeded upon the principle that all expenses incurred, or burdens imposed to preserve domestic order or to repel invasion should be borne as nearly as possible by each citizen proportionately to his interests, pecuniary as well as personal, in the benefits to be thus secured: in other words to apply to the Militia. Service the principle that has always prevailed in regard to the support of the Army and Navy. The Bill excited the indignation of the wealthy classes generally, and particularly of those among them who were opposed to the War, and I was of course grossly abused by their mouth-pieces—so much so that in my own County the federal press advised its readers to withhold the courtesies of life from so bad a man. On one occasion I was accosted in the street by my great professional antagonist, Elisha Williams, (then a member of the House of Assembly) with this characteristic remark,—"Van Buren, my federal friends are such------fools
as to believe that you are in earnest with your Conscription Bill, and mean to carry it through, and I cannot convince them to the contrary." I told him that his friends were right, and that I was surprised to find that they understood me better than he, who ought to know me best. He raised both hands in amazement and replied that he had always regarded me as a man of too much sense to get into such a scrape.
We fought the Bill through against the violent opposition of the Federalists aided by General Root, who denounced it with great bitterness.1' His opposition was, however, much more than counterbalanced by the manly and vigorous support of several of the [Federalist?] Senators. General Scott sent a copy of the Bill to Mr. Monroe, then Secretary of War, and it was believed to have entered into the composition of a somewhat similar plan that he recommended to Congress.2 Governor Tompkins waited till the regular Winter session to obtain some amendments necessary to facilitate its execution,
3 The l)il! bocame ,1 law October 24, Ig14.—W. C. P.
2Monroe's measure may be studied from his "Explanatory observations" and other papers in the State Papers, Military Affairs, I, 515, and in Henry Adams, History ot the United States, VIII, 264.—W. C. F.d ;-o sadly in (lit1 cstimul ion of his ( 'oitnf rynien, ul'ler availin/j; inyseir also of (he. mililai-y ^xpe riciu-e of Aaron  Burr who was (hen at. Albany.    This liill author i/t'tl Ihe (loviM'Hor to call into actual scrvire Twelve Thoii:;aiul of the Slate Militia, to )»» (nlu-n from or recruited hy (Masses to In- forinc.il out. of the   free white, male  inhabitants of  the  Slate, over  (he, a^e. of  IS years, aecordin"' to their respective- estates, abilities and etr ctimslances.    If any ('lass failed to produce an able bodied man, any member of the. class mio'ht  furnish htm, ami (hereby entitle himself (o Ihe :-um of Two Hundred Dollars, to be raised by assessment, from (he   whole  das-;,  according  (o   (he   appraisement  or   valuation   np-
